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□ 



sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative 
Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 
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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



I nternational application No. 

PCT/JP2004/009573 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language > 

*— ■ which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 

nos. 

nos.* 

nos.* 

nos.* 



as originally Filed/ furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, ' 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



l-n 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the international search report: 
Document 1: JP 11-282775 A (NEC Hokuriku Software Co., 

Ltd.), 15 October 1999, entire text, all 

drawings 

Document 2: JP 2000-341425 A (NEC Corp.), 8 December 
2000, entire text, all drawings 

Document 3: JP 2002-33822 A (Hitachi Kokusai Electric, 
Inc.), 31 January 2002, entire text, all 
drawings 

Document newly cited in this international preliminary 
examination report : 

Document 4: JP 2003-143232 A (NEC Corp.), 16 May 2003, 
entire text, all drawings 



Claims 1 and 3 to 11 

The invention set forth in claims 1 and 3 to 11 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 
and 2 cited in the international search report and 
document 4 newly cited in this international preliminary 
examination report . 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Document 4 discloses a management device 
(corresponding to the "terminal device" of the present 
application) having mail message-receiving means, which 
transmits a mail message list (list of items) when a mail 
message list acquisition request command is received, and 
transmits a selected electronic mail message (specified 
item) when a mail message selection command selecting a 
mail message from said mail message list is received. 

Here, it is not clear whether the transmission of 
commands and responses to commands is carried out using 
electronic mail, but document 1 discloses a feature 
wherein commands and responses thereto are transmitted 
using electronic mail. 

Further, the designation of telephone directories, 
histories of transmissions sent /received, and schedule 
data as the content to be acquired from a remote location 
is merely a feature fittingly determined by a person 
skilled in the art. 

Moreover, in the invention disclosed in document 4, 
the mail message list is prepared beforehand and stored, 
but a person skilled in the art could easily conceive of 
dynamically generating said list after the receipt of a 
mail message list acquisition request command. 



Claim 2 

The invention set forth in claim 2 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2, and 3 
cited in the international search report and document 4 
newly cited in this international preliminary examination 
report . 
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Irtemalional application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Document 3 discloses a technical feature wherein 
verification data is attached to an acquisition request, 
and only valid acquisition requests are accepted. 
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